America, it was subsequently discovered in San Mateo County, California, in 2003 (Johnson 2004 ) and near Cowichan Lake, Vancouver Island, British Columbia, in 2008 (Fenneman 2010*) . It is now also known from the state of Washington (Daniel and Werier 2010) . Unconfirmed reports exist for Colorado and Utah (Kaye 2001*; Piep 2007) . Brachypodium sylvaticum is highly invasive in the Pacific Northwest. It currently covers an estimated 10 000 ha of forested and open habitats in Oregon (Kaye 2003*) . By examining nuclear microsatellites and chloroplast haplotype variation in 23 introduced populations of B. sylvaticum in western North America and 25 native populations of B. sylvaticum in western Europe, Rosenthal et al. (2008) suggested that there were two independent historical introductions of the species in Oregon and a separate introduction in California.
Brachypodium sylvaticum is rare in eastern North America. There are no previous reports of B. sylvaticum from Ontario (Dore and McNeill 1980; Morton and Venn 1990; Newmaster et al. 1998) or elsewhere in Canada east of Vancouver Island (Scoggan 1978 (Scoggan -1979 Kartesz 1999; Brouillet et al. 2011*) . In the eastern U.S.A., B. sylvaticum is currently highly localized. It was first reported in Virginia (Piep 2007) and has recently been reported from Genesee County and Tompkins County in New York State Werier 2009, 2010) . It is well established at Bergen Swamp in Genesee County, where it has been present since at least the mid-1990s (Daniel and Werier 2010) . In Michigan, B. sylvaticum is known from Benzie County, where it was first collected in 1984 (Reznicek et al. 2011*) .
The Brachypodium sylvaticum were estimated to occur on the upland knoll; none were observed growing in the surrounding wetland ( Figure 3 ). All vascular flora observed growing on the knoll with B. sylvaticum is listed in Table 1 . In the flora of Ontario, Brachypodium sylvaticum most closely resembles species in the genus Bromus, particularly Bromus pubescens (Hairy Woodland Brome), due to its hairy leaves and spikelets. However, Brachypodium can be distinguished from Bromus by its open leaf sheaths (closed in Bromus) and spikelets arising singly from the rachis on short pedicels (branched inflorescences in Bromus). The only other Brachypodium species in eastern North America, Brach y podium pinnatum (Heath False Brome), is rare in disturbed ground and waste areas in Massachusetts (Haines 2011) . It can be distinguished from Brachypodium sylvaticum by its rhizomes, usually hairless culms and leaf sheaths, stiffer racemes, and short or absent lemma awns (Piep 2007; Paszco 2008) .
In its native range in Eurasia, Brachypodium sylvaticum is a forest understory plant, but it also occurs in open grassland (Shouliang and Phillips 2006; Stace 2010) . B. sylvaticum is considered highly invasive in the U.S. Pacific Northwest, where it has rapidly expanded its range, thrives in a variety of ecological condi tions, and often forms dense monospecific stands (Kaye 2001 (Kaye *, 2003 Johnson 2004 ). Preliminary obser vations suggest this plant is quite invasive in New York State as well (Daniel and Werier 2010) . Observations of the Ontario population, where B. sylvaticum forms a dense, monospecific stand on the east side of the knoll and appears to be spreading to other areas of the knoll, support this suggestion. Although new aliens appear regularly in the flora of eastern Canada, many are highly localized and do not pose a threat to native biodiversity. Brachypodium sylvaticum is a potentially serious invader of natural communities in Ontario. A variety of control methods are being researched and used in the U.S. Pacific Northwest to try to control the species (see the web page of the Falsebrome Working Group: http://www.appliedeco.org/ invasive-species-resources/FBWG).
The origin of the Grey County, Ontario, population of Brachypodium sylvaticum is unknown. Invasion via an abandoned railway line (now a walking trail) that runs approximately 100 m south of the population is possible; however, no sign of B. sylvaticum was observed along the former railway or along Grey County Road 4, located approximately 350 m to the northeast. Additionally, recreational activities (e.g., hiking) do not appear to have initiated this population-the vegetation surrounding the knoll is thick and undis- 
